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Liquor  Act  Explained ; 

SHOWING  THAT  IT  DOES  NOT  MEAN 
PROHIBITION,  BUT  IS  SIMPLY  THE  OLD 
SCOTT  ACT  REVIVED. 


On   December   4th   next  the    lollusvin,  ..uestion   will    he    submitted 
..  the  people  ot  Ontario  :     •'  Are  you   in   favor  of   hringin.  into 
iorce  the  Li(|uor  Act,   1!)()2  V 

Before    we    vote    3-ea    or    nny,   we    nuturally    would    like    to   know 
.'xactly    what   tins   Li,,uor   Act   is;  what    effect   it   would   have 
■I    pa..sed     and    whether    it   would    be    in    the    country's    best 
.nterests   to   have  such   an  Act  on   the  statute    books      There 
are    those    over-zealous    persons    who    will    tell    you    tl:at   the 
i'>q"or   Act    means    Prohibition,   or    at    least   Pr/.hibition   to   a 
J^reat  extent.     Eut  the   Liquor  Act  does  not  n,ean  Prohibitio. 
.3'    any  means.     It    does    not    prohibit    the    manufacture    the 
mportat.on  or  the  sale  of  liquor.     What  it  does  do  is  simply 
-'   transfer   the   sale    and    consun^ption    of    liquor    fron.    well 
e«ua  ed  places   under  the  supervision   of  the  License  Depart- 
'»ent  to  drug  stores,   private   houses,    livery   stables    and    low 

A  P^-ohibitory    law  is   one  which   prohibit.s    the    manufacture,  the 
n.  portation  and  the  sale  of  intoxicating,  liquors.     The  Liquor 

^'  '  whicr     ',"'""   "''    ''^    '''^'   -^^   '^  '^'--^^    by   section 
^ — ,  which  reads  : 


t 


-l:     i? 


"While  tliis  Act  is  iiitcinicl  to  jxobihit  and  sliiill  proliihit  trans- 
actions ill  li(|iioi'  wliich  take  place  wholly  within  the  Province 
of  Ontario,  cxctpt  umlcr  n  license  or  as  otherwise  specially 
provi(lf(l  |,y  tliis  Act,  ami  r.'strict  tlie  consumption  of  !i(|U()r 
within  the  limits  of  the  l'r(i\  incc  of  Ontario,  it  shall  not 
effect  and  is  not  intended  to  effect  bona  fide  transac- 
tions in  liquor  between  a  person  in  the  Province  of  Ontario 
and  p  person  in  ^another  province  or  in  a  foreign  country, 
and  the   provisions  of  this  Act  shall  he  constnied  acconliiiirly." 

Now,  then,  how  would  this  Act  work  out  ?  It  permits  a  person 
livui;,'  in  Oiitari(j  to  write  to  any  li(|Uor  dealer  in  Quehec, 
in  the  rnitcil  States,  or  in  any  place  outside  of  the  Province, 
and  order  a  case  of  whiski  y  to  he  sent  t(j  him,  and  he  can  keep 
and  cotisiiiiie  it  mi  his  own  premises.  That  certainly  is  not 
Prohibition. 

Furth.^iiiuiie,  under  the  Art,  warehouses  where  liquor  niav  he 
stored  are  allowahle,  and  all  a  niiin  lias  to  do  would  he  to 
onler  liipior  to  he  sent  there  instead  of  to  his  own  place,  and 
then  instead  of  haviii--  to  ])ay  at  one  time  the  wliole  cost  of 
the  case  .t  whiskey,  or  whatever  it  was  he  ordered,  lu^  could 
simply  i>fo  to  the  warehouse  anil  tak.;  a  hottle  at  a  time,  payinj^ 
for    it    as    he   ^ot    it.     1"he   tliiiiir  is  a  farce  on  the   face  of    it, 


an(i  to  call   it  c 
festly  absurd. 


ith 


Prohihition  or  par,.ial  Prohibition  is  inani- 


Again  the  Li(|Uor  Act  makes  provisions  under  which  veterinary 
surfreons,  drii^rjrists  and  physicians  may  h  :ve  liquor  in  their 
possession.  Clause  KiO  says  :—"  Any  veterinary  surgeon  who 
shall  deem  licpior  neces.sary  for  the  benefit  of  dumb  animals 
may  administer,  or  cause  to  be  administered,  such  li(|uor  to 
such  dumb  animals,  for  which  purpose  he  may  have  liquor  in 
his  possession,  not  excee<linnr,  however,  in  quantity  one  gal- 
lon, but  no  person  shall  drink   or  consume  any  of  the   liquor." 

Everyone  knows  that  veterinary  surgeons  in  nearly  all  cases  have 
their  offices  in  a  hotel  or  a  livery  stable,  and  what  is  there 
to  prevent  them  from  "  administering  or  causing  to  be  ad- 
ministered," liquor  to  twodegged  animals  when  they  "shall 
deem  liquor  necessary." 
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A  veterinary  surgeon  when  he  goes  to  treat  a  Hick  animal  may 
also  carry  along  with  him  a  gallon  of  whiskey,  aorl  when 
th),t  is  all  gone  he  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  purchase  another 
^allon.  If  litjuor  can  be  thus  freely  pmcuie"!  !in<l  .lispoHe<l  of, 
is  the  Litpior  Act  a  prohibitory  law  ?  Dociiiedly  it  is  not. 
If  it  were  j)assed  the  country  would  not  be  one  step  nearer 
Prohibition  than  it  is  under  the  existing  law.  At  present  the 
sale  of  liquor  is  prohibited  except  in  licenseil  and  authorised 
places  The  proposed  Act  would  do  precisely  the  same,  ex- 
cept that  there  would  be  certain  restrictions.  Why  then 
should  any  change  be  made  when  that  change  is  bound  to 
result  in  evil  ?  The  experience  gained  from  other  so-called 
prohibitory  laws  such  as  the  Scott  Act,  shoiild  be  remember- 
ed us  a  warning.  That-  measure  not  only  faileil  utterly  to 
accomplish  its  purpose,  but  it  was  followed  by  a  noticeable 
increase  in  drunkenness.  And  it  will  be  the  same  in  the 
event  of  the  passage  of  the  Liquor  Act.  The  op-n  hotel,  it 
is  true,  will  be  done  away  with,  but  it  w'll  be  replaced  b}- 
something  ten  times  worse — the  private  canteen — U>r  a  man 
will  be  allowed  to  keep  liquor  in  his  home.  In  nearly  every 
instance  the  reason  why  a  man  goes  into  a  saloon  is  because 
he  does  not  care  to  drink  alone,  and  a  man  who  drinks  at 
home  in  secret  is,  ten  to  one,  a  drunkard.  With  a  bottle  be- 
fore him  and  in  the  ])rivacy  of  his  own  home  he  -s  far  more 
likely  to  get  drunk  than  one  who  meets  a  fiiend  and  drops 
into  a  saloon  for  a  social  glass. 

While  druggists  are  allowed  to  keep  liquor  for  sale,  under  the 
Liquor  Act,  they  are  not  allowed  to  sell  it  by  the  glass. 
Still,  can  it  honestly  be  said,  in  view  of  past  experiences, 
that  there  will  be  drug  stores  who  will  not  oblige  a  customer 
who  is  known  to  them,  with  a  glass  of  whiskey,  rum,  brandy 
or  other  liquor  ? 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  Liquor  Act  does  not  prohibit. 
Why,  then,  should  it  be  passed  ?  Thousands  would  be  thrown 
out  of  their  lawful  employment.  Millions  of  dollars  of  cap- 
ital invested  in  the  business  would  be  lost,  and  a  general  de- 
pression would  follow,  the  effects  of  which  cannot  be  estimat- 
ed.    The   financial   system   of    the    whole    Province    would    be 


^ 


iif)sct.  In  .hMitiun  to  til.'  .•iioriMoiis  I,,..  ,,f  i,  v.'nif  tluit  tlie 
(Jov.TiiiiirMt  MOW  ivcrivcs  from  tlic  lii|uor  iiitci.'.ts,  til. -re 
woiiM  1..;  Mil  imiiii'iis.'  iiicrca-.'  in  .■^|.rti,iituiv,  lor  it  would 
!>.■  ii  costly  law  t..  .■ntWive,  aii.i  ih-'  coiiiitiy  wouM  ;rrn,iri 
uii.l.T  til,'  l.m-.l.'ii,  Kxim  prevoiitiv,'  otlic'is  to  n'j.r.'ss  illicit 
s.'lliii^'  woiiM  liavt-  to  Ih'  .•ii^m;;.',I,  ami  .'vi'ii  if  tli.T.'  w.'r.>  an 
army  of  tlicin  th,;  law  cmM  n.-ver  1..-  otif,,iT.-.l.  '\'\u-  .|ii..stion 
for  .'V.ry  v,,t.r  to  coiisi.lor  is,  wlictluT  tli.'y  an;  in  favor  of 
well  rt'^'ulat.'.l  and  licensed  shops  and  hotels,  or  of  free  wlii.s- 
■  key  and  seor.'t  dens  of  vice  wher.;  illicit  selUn^r  would  tloiirish. 
A  lieens,.,  wh-thor  hij,di  or  low,  is  foun.l  .'Verywhire  tn  l,o 
the  hetter  |.lan  for  re;,'ulatiii:,'  the  li(iMor  trallie.  That  system 
is  n.)vv  ill  fore..,  why  cliani,'.'  it  f.)r  oi;e  that  has  heen  repeat- 
edly tii(;d  and   in  ,'very   way  foninl    wantin.'  ' 

t  is  the  hounden  duty  of  every  vot.'r  in  Ontario  to  express  his 
opinion  on  this  suhject.  There  shouM  h.'  no  shirkin^r  of 
responsihility.  If  a  man  l.elieves  that  a  p.trtial  prohil.rt.)ry 
law,  which  history  clearly  shows  us  has  h.-en  a  failure,  then 
let  him  vote  for  th.'  LI,|uor  Act;  hut  if  ho  l.elieves  in  a  well- 
enforce.l  licnse  law,  which  is  admitte.lly  the  h.'st  way  by 
far  to  deal  with  the  .Irink  .luestion ;  if 'h.,.  woul.l  stave  off 
that  most  undesirahle  thin<r,  direct  taxation,  tor  that  will 
be  the  only  way  the  lost  nveiiue  could  be  made  up,  and  if 
he  believes  that  a  man  should  not  h.-  coerced  or  dictated  to 
as  t..  when  and  when-  he  shall  .Irink,  then  let  him  get  out  on 
pollinir-day  and    mark    his   ballot,   "  No." 


-;<f. 


